1977 Commentary by Fran Power, Co-Founder

The NSYO’s debut or first concert was held on October 16th, 1977 at Prince Andrew High School, for the Dartmouth Hospital, at 8:00 pm. In the same year, a cheque to cover the cost of a second-hand bus was given to the NSYO from the Rotary Club of Halifax Northwest to start us off in the right direction financially. It was kept at Mount Saint Vincent University, painted beige by the late William Tritt and Robert Raines, and taken to Blom Signs to have the Rotary Club logo put on both sides. Long stemmed roses were sold at each concert for $1.00 and proceeds from the rose sale covered ¾ of the cost of the gasoline. Also, many concerts by the NSYO were held in historic settings that year, with Lorne Rozovsky narrating. 

Correction to the information quoted in the newspaper articles regarding the Bus:

The Rotary Club of Halifax Northwest donated $2000 to the NSYO to purchase the second-hand bus. This was the TOTAL cost of the bus, NOT $15,000 as reported in newspaper articles at that time. 

