1978 Commentary by Fran Power, Co-Founder

In 1978, the outdoor concert took place on Citadel Hill. Canons boomed from Citadel Hill, resounding among the downtown Halifax office towers. Tourists out for an evening stroll stopped in their tracks, as they watched city police cars ascend the hill to find out what was going on. Inside the fortress, atop the hill, the music of Tschaikovsky’s “1812 Overture” crashed to its finale. A crowd of 4500 applauded a stirring performance by the NSYO, augmented by the guns of the Royal Canadian Artillery. The police investigation ended quickly when they discovered the booms were part of the musical score! The outdoor event set a Provincial record for attendance at a symphonic concert.

1978 was very busy: the late pianist William Tritt performed with the NSYO, Bucky Adams played “Summertime” and we saluted Mother’s Day, with a concert dedicated to all mothers. Daniel Domb, cellist with the Toronto Symphony, performed, and of course “The Merry Widow” was the highlight and took place at the Lord Nelson Hotel in Halifax. 

